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much unbecoming a minister of the Gospel and being called by
Maxwell to the Council Major Walley and I went thither, leav-
ing Capt Checkley there.

** Oct. 23. Mr. Increase Mather said at Mr. Wilkins' If I am
a servant of Jesus Christ some great judgment will fall on Capt
Sewall or his family. Oct. 24. I got Mr. Moody to copy out
my speech and gave it to Mr. Wilkins that all might see what
was the ground of Mr. Mather's anger. I perceive Mr. Wilkins
carried his to Mr. Mather's. They seem to grow calm."

The Mathers were very able men of affairs. In-
crease Mather had been president of Harvard College,
and while in that office, and indeed after, was sub-
stantially the head of the Puritan ministers. Nor
did he ever knowingly hide his talents in a napkin.
The presidency was now vacant, and Increase Mather
would go back only on his own terms, which were
not acceptable to men like Sewall. One of his con-
ditions were, that he should retain his parish, and
reside in Boston; really, that he should do exactly
as he pleased in teaching when, where, and so much
as he chose. This was evidently bad policy for
everybody except him, and it lost him the place.
The Mathers had and gave always reasons, such as
they were, for their will; but the true reason here
was undoubtedly that Increase Mather was unwilling
to give up the flatteries and other perquisites of a
Boston parish and a residence at the centre of affairs
for the seclusion of Cambridge. His son very natu-
rally took his side, and both came to grief accord-
ingly. Yet perhaps no other two men, father and
son, have ever exercised a wider or a more mixed
influence on New England affairs than they. In the good. This speech I owned. Said Mr.
